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Pverconfidence and the U2 Aifair
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Spy Plane Storv iiaced in Perspeetive

“The U2 Affatr™ By
David Wlse ond Thomas
B. Roni. Rzndom Iouse,
New York..£1.90.

In the tvo vears cince the
U2 story broke. it has pro-
duced dozons of front-page
headlines.

. First came the captuia f
Gary Francls Powirs, fol-
lowed in quick suecr:¢iea by
Khrushchev’s torpedning of
the Paris summit confererce
and the tri.] of Powers in
Moscow. Then, early this
vear, Powers was freed from
a Sovict priron as the result
of a spy swap and brought
back to the United States
where he related his version
of his capture to the s-tle-
faction of the Cuntrul Intel-
ligence Aqency uand congres
slonal committcemen.

Yet many questions wire
left unanswerod, purily be-
cause the story wis told
on a day-byduy bucis and
partly berause omes inr-
portant facts dould not be
released.

David Wiee and Thomas
B. Ross provid. the anssers
to a number of the:. ques.
tions. Unforturtately, they dn
not always give t'« 1-urce
and, as a ccnsequence, the

reat r v Iely to dbe come-
what cloptical

Fer examrrle. the authors
report that Prerident Elten-
hower was worrled about
the 12 creiflights. In their
vicrd . “Ho hed often ar'zed
the CIA: Whet hapoers if
yeu're caurht? Every time
he did vo, th: CIA r>ipond-
ed: 1t ket happered et
The CIA also rationalized
that, In the event a U2 were
shot down, the Rucsiang
would keep »silpnt rathe,
than admit their country

.was wide open to nerial

esplona-e.

HOWLEVER, ‘he CIA was
ready for any such misad-
ventur®. Theorctically, all
that neclcd to be done was
tals a preporkaged “cover”
story out of the files, make
the necrssary revisions and
call m the reporters.

But beginning May 1, 1950,
elmost everything seemed to
fo wreng, with Nikita Khea-
shehev belng most coopera-
tive. He dcalt out his infor-
mation piecemeal, waited for
the United States to take
the bat, then struck his
heok. In the ernd the U.S.
wes caugi! n o le and
fizuly 1eé to vl the truth
ehaout Powers and b 112

KHRUSHUHZY alio bene
Nitad feom 3 ssries of

-

Americ:n ¢rrers In ene in-
stanc>, Lircoln White, State
Depzsticent spokesman, was
niven a statement to read
at a press conterunce, But
White wes not on the “in-
side” prd didn't krow the
U2 w25 n spy plne.

Lzter, the Nationul Aero-
nautic, and Space Admiris
tratior ir.aued, according to
Wize cnd Rors, ‘one of the
most oritku st.iements of
the ¢old v ar It had ot
been ¢l ared with the State
Dep: ttmept, the CIA or the
Whiie llouse 1* had not
b en seen by hierter (secro-
tary of it1te , Dulies (hord
of the CIA) or the Prewi-
Aent.” ‘

“The V2 Aftalr”™ is inter.
r~~ting and enligutening. It
would be a nuch more
valuzble book if there
were docunientation ~nd
an incex,

Tie authors “eliiva thit
‘o CIA “h>s mu hroomed
1o v st propaTi.ong outsids
tae normal checks and bal
ances of the governrant.”

Lo the U2 affair, how.v.r,
Ame ricas, errory resulted 1n
Iw oy 0 U fica. ove. oali.
dens sresing cut of a hithe
Iy . tiat erim of oy
fli, o=

—Theocore Long
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